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Sheedy Contest Winners

ach year, the Middlesex County Historical
Society invites all Middletown third graders to write an
essay about an ancestor and submit their story to the
William E. Sheedy Memorial History Contest. This year
182 children participated by writing about great grand
parents, grandparents, parents, aunts or uncles, and
even more distant ancestors. Nineteen students received
awards for their essays at a June 6, 2007 ceremony at the
General Mansfield House. Deborah Shapiro, Sue Ryczek,
Donna Baron, and Nancy Bauer, the chairperson of the
contest, judged the essays.

Each award winner received a savings bond and
certificate of recognition. Assistant Superintendent of
Schools John Hennelly arranged for the Middletown
School District to publish all the winning essays in a
special book. Copies of the book have been added to the
Historical Society collection.

Winning students include:
F
 rom Moody School: Alex Szczepaniak, Eric Rojas,
Michael Cyr, and Nicole Augeri.
From Spencer School: Mackenzie Smart.
F
 rom Lawrence School: Diego Gonzalez, Owen
Andrew, Peter Flynn, Payton Turner, Simaron Thakur,
and Joshua Evardone.
From Snow School: Hunter Ross.
From Bielefield School: Emmalyn Lecky.
F
 rom Farm Hill School: Brendan Jandreau, Sarah
Ferringo, Declan Waldron, Allison Casella, Evan Augeri,
and Nicholas Brenchak.

Chairperson
Nancy Bauer
and some of the
2007 winners.

22nd Annual Middletown
Antique/Classic Car & Truck
Show and Flea Market

I

Featured vehicle:
1925 Sanford Pumper
formerly from the Westfield
Fire Department

f you like old cars and trucks, mark your calendars now and
come to the Pat Kidney Field in Middletown on Sunday October
7, 2007. Antique and classic vehicles from 1886 to 1982 will be on
display and competing for prizes.
Each year, the Middlesex County Historical Society hosts this exciting show thanks to
the efforts of its dedicated car show committee. Chaired by Bill Miller, committee members
include: Jerry Augustine, Ray Beauregard, Rick Bergan, Peter Bozzo, William George, John
Kuzminski, Oran Mills, Jack Pieper, Seb Sbalcio, and Debby Shapiro.
During the last year, long-time committee member and enthusiastic supporter of the
car show, Bernie Prue, passed away. This year, the car show committee will present the first
annual “Bernie Prue Award” in his honor. Please do join us for the festivities. In the event of
rain, the car show will be delayed one week.
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Society News
Letter from the Director

E

very week, the Historical Society
receives a letter, e-mail, or phone call asking
for information about a Middlesex County
ancestor. With the help of volunteers and our
summer intern, we are often able to provide
some help. At least once a week, someone
makes an appointment to come and conduct
research personally. These folks are usually looking
for an ancestor, but sometimes pictures of a family house
or a childhood neighborhood are the goal. Most often,
these requests come from someone who is not a member
and does not live in Middletown. Some of these folks
become members rather than pay daily research fees.
I think of the genealogical and photographic
collections as the Society’s hidden gems. Our large back

yard is another hidden asset. With its green
lawn surrounded by trees and shrubs, I
am convinced it is the coolest and shadiest
place in Middletown in the summer. If you
are downtown at lunch time, why not bring
your lunch to the Mansfield House and
enjoy picnicking in the back yard. If you do,
I hope you’ll come into the museum for a few
moments, too, and introduce yourself.
Most of our members have sent in their 2007
renewals, but a few of you have not done that yet. Please
do not let your membership lapse. We would miss you and
you will miss out on early notice of up-coming events.

Donna Baron, Director

1936: Middletown’s
Year to Remember

D

o you remember 1936? That was the year that:

• “The Green Hornet” radio program premiered
• Edward VIII became King of the United Kingdom and
abdicated to marry Wallis Simpson
• The Hoover Dam was completed
• The ocean liner “HMS Queen Mary” made her maiden
voyage
• Germany re-occupied the Rhineland and Italy invaded
Ethiopia
• Jesse Owens competed in the Berlin Olympics in
Germany
• The United States endured a record-breaking heat wave
that killed thousands
• The Spanish Civil War began
• Franklin D. Roosevelt was elected to his
second term as President
• “Life Magazine” published its first edition

But what was life like in Middletown?
If you have memories of that time to
share or are curious about what life was like
seventy years ago, please join us at 6:00 p.m.
Thursday, September 20th at the General

Mansfield House, 151 Main
Street, Middletown. Wesleyan
professor Ron Schatz will provide
an introduction to Middletown 1936. Following his
presentation, he will invite audience members to share
their personal recollections.
Did you come into town to watch the new
bridge going up? Did your parents wait in the
crowd to see President Roosevelt when he came to
Middletown that October? Did the March flood force
your family out of your home? Do you remember the
strike at Remington Rand? Please come and share
your memories with others who are too young to
remember or did not live here in 1936.

© 2007 The Historical Observer is the publication of the Middlesex County Historical Society, 151 Main Street, Middletown, CT 06457. Donna Baron, Director.
Our museum, located in the General Mansfield House, is open Wednesdays 1:00–5:00, and Thursdays and Fridays 11:00–5:00. Genealogy by appointment only.

Toolmakers of Middletown Connecticut in the 1800s
By MCHS member Dick Dickerson

M

iddletown had an abundance of toolmakers for
various trades in the 1800s. If a carpenter needed a plane,
the Baldwin Tool Company could fill the order. They made
woodworking planes under the ARROWMAMMETT
WORKS brand in the Staddle Hill area. Established by Austin
Baldwin, the company operated from 1836-59.
A cobbler could get the needed hammers from William P.
Allison, a blacksmith in the South Farms area on what is now
route 17. He was in business prior to 1840 making shoe and
claw hammers, axes and chisels. Some time in the late1840s,
he moved to what is now Cromwell. Other hammer makers
there were Warner & Noble, 1847-1931 and the J. & E. Stevens
Company, 1843-1950. Parts of the Stevens buildings, on
Nooks Hill Road, are in use today.
Or maybe you want squares, rules, marking gauges or
bevels! Star Tool Company near Pameachea Pond can provide
them. They also made calipers, dividers, screwdrivers, and,
possibly, metal woodworking planes.
The list of tools made in Middletown is impressive.
Sanseer Mills, started in 1823 by John Watkinson for
manufacturing textile machinery, made one of the first backgeared lathes. The building is still standing on Main Street
Extension.
Hubbard & Nelson had an extensive line of squares, rules,
and bevels. Also, you could have rules made from ivory. The
firm started around 1838 and was located on Mill Street with
William Stroud, a foundry owner, a maker of various kinds of
machinery.

Stroud was succeeded in 1867 by N. C. Stiles. In 1871
Stiles joined with Charles Parker (of Parker Brothers and
Company in Meriden) to form the Stiles & Parker Press,
1871-1890+, makers of large industrial machines. This
company relocated to Walnut Street, close to the railroad and
Connecticut River.
Randolph Hayden held a number of patents, including
one for ice tongs patented in 1869 and assigned to Ferree &
Hayden. These tongs were spring loaded to close. The pair I
have still work and look new. Did you want a pocket wrench?
Try Randolph Hayden’s Malleable Iron Wrench, patented
June 16, 1880. But if you can’t find that one try a similar tool
by the Middletown Tool Company or Globe Manufacturing
Company.
Globe Manufacturing Company existed from 1849-84.
They made edge tools, draw knives, chisels, wrenches, plane
irons, etc. In 1857, they took over the Arrowmammett Works
from the Baldwin Tool Company and the Middletown Tool
Company some time later in the century.
Wilcox-Crittenden, known for the making of nautical
equipment, made caulking irons, yacht scrapers, and rules.
The company is gone from Middletown but their buildings on
South Main Street have been converted into condominiums.
Tools made in Middletown are highly sought after by
collectors and users. They are still functional, made from high
quality materials by outstanding workers.
This is a very brief introduction to Middletown tool makers.
For more information, refer to: Beers, J. B. History of Middlesex
County Conn. 1635-1885. New York: J.B. Beers & Co., or to my
website http://www.angelfire.com/wy/mttools

Caulking iron and wooden rule detail
from the Wilcox-Chittenden Company.

William P. Allison
claw (right) and cobblers (above)
hammers.

On The Naming Of Middletown Streets
— from an 1848 copy

				

********************************************************

An Ordinance for naming the Streets of the City of
Middletown. July 5. 1809.
Be it ordained by the Mayor, Aldermen and Common
Council of the City of Middletown, in Common Council
aſsembled, that the Several Streets in said City, shall
respectively be known and called by the following names. viz.
1) B
 ridge Street — The Highway from Ferry River Bridge to
the Elm Tree at the Burying ground shall be called Bridge
Street.
2) Main Street — From said Elm Tree to Warwick’s Bridge,
shall be called Main Street.
3) Water Street — The Highway along the riverside from
Sumner’s Creek, to the place where it intersects Bridge
Street, shall be called Water Street.
4) Spring Street — The Highway from the corner of the
Bacon lot near the Bafset House, to its termination beyond
John Wetmore’s, shall be called Spring Street.
5) Prospect Street — The Highway from the South east
corner of Peter Stow’s home lot, to where it enters the
Turnpike Road, shall be called Prospect Street.
6) Turnpike Road — The Highway from the old gaol to the
bridge at the Stepping Stones, shall be called Turnpike
Road.
7) Liberty Street — The Highway from Prospect Street,
leading by the new burying ground to Main Street shall be
called Liberty Street.
8) Green Street — The Highway from Main Street at Samuel
Bull’s South west corner to Water Street, at the North end
of the Distillery, shall be called Green Street.
9) Ferry Street — The Highway from Main Street to Water
Street at the Ferry, shall be called Ferry Street. [Note:] laid
out March 20, 1741. vol. 9 p.439
10) Washington Street — The Highway from Water Street at
the Store of Ebenezer Sage, westerly to the Bridge west of
Abraham Doolittle’s, shall be called Washington Street.
11) Cherry Street — The Highway from Washington to Ferry
Street on the bank of the river in the rear of Ebenezer’s
Sage’s house, shall be called Cherry Street.
12) West Street — The Highway from A. Doolittle’s, Southerly
to the City Line, shall be called West Street.
13) Butternut Street — The Highway from Swaddle’s house,
Southerly round to the house formerly owned by R. I.
Meigs, shall be called Butternut Street.
14) Swamp Street — The Highway from Vine Starr’s to the
City Line in Long Lane, shall be called Swamp Street.
15) High Street — The Highway from Washington Street,
at the N.W. corner of the late Col. Hamlin’s home lot to
Warwick Bridge, shall be called High Street.

16) C
 roſs Street — The Highway from High Street, at the
N.E. corner of Timothy Starr’s home lot, until it intersects
Butternut Street, shall be called Croſs Street.
17) L
 ow Street — The Highway from Croſs Street, near
the home formerly owned by James Adkins, extending
Southerly to the City Line, shall be called Low Street.
18) C
 ourt Street — The Highway from High Street, extending
Easterly by the Court House to Water Street, shall [be]
called Court Street.
19) L
 umber Street — The Highway from Washington Street,
at B. Williams’ corner, Southerly until it intersects Water
Street, shall be called Lumber Street.
20) P
 earl Street — The Highway from Washington Street,
running Southerly by the Court House, shalſl be called
Pearl Street, and where continued through the whole, shall
be called by the same name.
21) P
 arsonage Street — The Highway from High Street,
running Easterly between Mary Alsop’s and M.T. Ruſsell’s
to Water Street shall be called Parsonage Street.
22) C
 hurch Street — The Highway from High Street, near
where the old Meeting House stood, running Easterly
until it enter[s] Main Street, near the Episcopal Church,
shall be called Church Street.
23) U
 nion Street — The Highway from Main Street at Giles
Meigs’ S.W. corner, running Easterly until it enters Water
Street, shall be called Union Street.
24) S umner’s Street — The Highway from Union Street, at the
late Stephen Clay’s N.E. corner running Southerly to the
Bridge, shall be called Sumner’s Street.
25) S outh Street — The Highway from Union Street at J.R.
Watkinson’s new store at the Creek, running South
Westerly until it enters Sumner’s Street, shall be called
South Street.
26) M
 ill Street — The Highway from Main Street, down Mill
Hollow, until it intersect[s] the City Line, shall be called
Mill Street.
27) L
 oveland Street — The Highway South of Church
Street, running from Main to High Street, shall be called
Loveland Street.
28) E
 lm Street — The Highway leading Northerly from Court
Street in the rear of Wm Cooper’s house behind [?] to
Water Street, shall be called Elm Street.
29) B
 ank Street — The Highway leading Northerly from
Parsonage Street, at the West end of Wm Cooper’s Store,
shall be called Bank Street.
Paſsed in Court of Common Council. July 5. 1809.
approved in legal City Meeting. Jan y 15.1810.
				
John Fisk . City clerk.
Volunteer Durward Seible found and transcribed this document,
using the old-fashion version of a double “s”.
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New additions to the collections

Membership
Application

A

s news about the new exhibit about the history of women in
medicine in Middlesex County spreads, the Historical Society has received
gifts specifically for that exhibit.
Middletown resident William Svihovec has donated a Star-Rite
Corporation violet ray device. Popular in the early 20th century, these
machines used electricity to create purple light in specially shaped glass
rods. When applied to the human body, the rods supposedly cured
everything from infections to heart disease. This example was made here
in Connecticut, but dozens of companies around the country made similar
“cure-all devices.”
Members Douglas and Midge Bennet have donated a late 19th century
breast pump in its original box. The glass and rubber device was made by
the Union India Rubber Company.

❧

Victorian Light Luncheon BuffetThursday August 9th

O

n a sultry Middletown afternoon
during the late 1800s, ladies and gentlemen met in shady
gardens for light refreshments and cool drinks. The
Middlesex County Historical Society invites its members
and friends to recreate this pleasant tradition on
Thursday, August 9th from 12:00 to 2:00 in the Mansfield
House garden. The summer-time bill of fare will include
savory tea sandwiches, scrumptious pastries and cookies,
and icy cold lemonade and tea. All proceeds will be used
to help with garden restoration. Reservations are $10 a
person and can be made by calling the Historical Society
346-0746. If you book a of party five or more, you will
receive a copy of the Society’s cookbook, “Recipes for
Afternoon Tea and Dessert.”

❧
Some things never change

I

n 1878, druggist Henry Woodward promoted a new medicine
by offering his customers “The Little Red Book.” The book described
the wonders of “the magic cure,” a quinine substitute. The manufacturer
claimed that scientific research had determined the effectiveness of this
new treatment against malaria, liver disease, cancer, and tumors as well as
consumption, heart disease, rheumatism, diphtheria, scarlet fever, and all
sorts of aches and pains.
Starting on page 14, the book presents case studies and testimonials
from doctors and patients who used the “magic cure.” At the very end of
the book, the reader learns that this incredible cure-all could be purchased
for $1 a box. “Our medicine is cheap because it cures when every other has
failed!!” Does this sound familiar?

Your generous contribution and membership in the
Middlesex County Historical Society helps provide
funding for the preservation of Middllesex County’s
historical treasures as well as your subscription to
the Historical Observer and discounts to many of
the Society’s events. Please concider joining today
or renewing your membership if you haven’t already
done so. And, if your company matches charitable
gifts, please enclose appropriate application form
and information.

Name

Address

City

State

Zip

Telephone

E-mail

Membership Levels
______ Student $15

______ Business $50

______ Individual $25

______ Patron $100

______ Family $35

______ Life $500

Please make checks payable to:

The Middlesex County Historical Society
Detach and send to:

General Mansfield House,
151 Main Street, Middletown, CT 06457
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C A L E N DA R OF E V E N T S
Victorian Light Luncheon Buffet
Garden of the General Mansfield House
$10.00 a person

Thursday, August 9
By reservation only—346-0746

“Middletown in 1936”
General Mansfield House
Fee charged, member discount

Thursday, September 20
7:00 p.m.
Presented by Professor Ronald Schatz

22nd Annual “Antique/Classic Car Show
Pat Kidney Field, Middletown
Admission fee

Sunday October 7
Rain Date Sunday October 14

8:30-4:00

Cemetery Tour
Farm Hill Cemetery, Ridge Rd., Middletown
Fee charged, member discount

Sunday, October 28
Led by Dione Longley,
former Historical Society director

2:00 p.m.

Exhibit opening
Thursday, December 6
“From Neighborhood to Nation: Women & Healthcare in Middlesex County”
*Note: All events will be held at General Mansfield House unless otherwise noted.

visit us on the web at www.middlesexhistory.org

12:00 – 2:00

151 Main Street, Middletown, CT 06457
(860) 346-0746
www.middlesexhistory.org
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