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Program Announcement

Award-winning author to speak
at Wesleyan
T

he Middlesex County Historical Society
and the Wesleyan University History Department,
American Studies Program, and African American
Studies Program are sponsoring a presentation by
Dr. David W. Blight of Yale University. Dr. Blight
is the Class of 1954 Professor of American History
and the author of several books about aspects of
American life during the Civil War.
His 2001 Race and Reunion: The Civil War
in American Memory (Harvard University Press)
received eight book awards including the Bancroft
Prize, the Abraham Lincoln Prize and the Frederick
Douglas Prize as well as the Organization of
American Historian’s Merle Curti prizes for
intellectual and social history. Over his career, Dr.
Blight has investigated the narratives of freed slaves,
letters of Civil War soldiers, the life of Frederick
Douglass, and the underground railroad. In
addition to his classes at Yale, Dr. Blight lectures
widely on Douglass, W.E.B. Dubois and problems
in public history and American historical memory.
He conducts summer workshops for high school
teachers and National Park
Service personnel.
The Middlesex County
Historical Society is honored
that Dr. Blight has accepted
the invitation to speak at
Wesleyan as part of our
Middletown and the Civil
War initiative. Society
members and the general
public are invited to join us
on Wednesday November
18th, at 8:00 when Dr. Blight
will share his thoughts on
the Civil War and American
memory.

Dr. David W. Blight
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Society News
Dear Members,

T

wo years ago, if someone had
suggested that I could be fascinated by the
American Civil War, I probably would have
politely changed the subject. Family history,
the lives of women, children and the middle
and lower classes interested me – not battles.
Fortunately, I have changed my mind. The
artifacts and letters, documents and photographs
saved by Middletown residents have brought this
important era in American history alive for me.
• Teenage boys and middle-age fathers who so believed
in the Union that they willingly marched off to war
• Worried mothers and frightened young wives who
waved good-by and turned back to the chores that
filled their days
•City officials who struggled to find the recruits to
fill state quotas and harangued over how to care for
soldiers families
•Society matrons who raised money, sewed, knitted,
and packed barrels so that the men who left
Middletown to fight would be properly equipped,
warm enough, and not too hungry.

These are the folk who people my
imagination and who will come alive for
all of you over the next months. Thanks
to a generous grant from the Connecticut
Humanities Council, the Middlesex County
Historical Society is launching “Hard &
Stirring Times”: Middletown & the Civil
War, a community history initiative. Our new,
long-term Civil War exhibition will open at the
Mansfield House with a reception on Thursday,
December 4 and extended hours December 5-7. The
virtual exhibit, which will be accessed through the MCHS
web-site should launch in the spring 2009. By fall 2009,
resource packets drawing on the Historical Society collections
and the exhibit research will be available for Middletown
classrooms.
Our program committee is lining up a variety of Civil
War events—talks, musical evenings, theatrical performances,
and just plain fun things to do—for the months before and
after the exhibit opens. Please mark your calendars and plan
to join us for the festivities, the fun, and some reflection on
how the past has shaped our present.!
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Donna Baron, Executive Director

Good weather, good company, good food

T

his year’s Victorian luncheon in the Mansfield
House garden was a great success. Forty-five ladies
and gentlemen enjoyed their brief step into the past
and an unusual sort of “going out to lunch.” The back
yard looked its best and our guests had a chance to view
photographs of the gardens as they appeared around
1900.
The day’s success was due to the hard
work of our volunteers headed by Nancy
Bauer, who coordinated the event, was
lead baker, and worked very hard during
the luncheon. Other volunteer bakers and
hostesses included Debby Shapiro, Rosemary
Shea, Patricia Tully and Donna Baron. Lee
Guilmartin and Connecticut Underwriters
generously sponsored the event. Even
the gentlemen on our Board of Directors
assisted, by providing ice and cold drinks.

All members are invited to join the fun and help
us plan a garden event for next summer, perhaps tea
in the late afternoon. Baking, flower arrangements,
and hostesses are always needed for this kind of event.
Please call the Historical Society if you would like to
volunteer.
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14th Connecticut Volunteers
C

ith twenty-twenty hindsight, it is hard to believe that
in early April 1862 the Union War Department discontinued
enlistments. The war against the Confederate states was going
well and victory was anticipated within days. By late July
1862, the situation had changed. President Lincoln ordered
the enlistment of 300,000 more men and Connecticut was
expected to provide 7,145.
The 14th regiment of Connecticut volunteers had been
formed On May 22, 1862 to man a “Camp of Instruction” in
New Haven. With the new Presidential order, recruitment
and enlistment increased as the Regiment prepared for battle.
On July 1, Governor Buckingham issued a challenge, “Close
your manufactories and workshops, turn aside from your
farms and your business, leave for awhile your families and
homes, meet face to face with the enemies of your liberties!”
Assistant Surgeon Dr. Levi Jewett, (who later moved to
Middletown and is featured in “Hard & Stirring Times”) was
stationed with the 14th CV at New Haven. He recorded in
his diary the arrival of Captain Burpee who brought “a fine
company (Company D) from Vernon.” Shortly afterward,
“Company B, Captain Gibbons from Middletown” arrived.
They entered the camp “with band playing and flags flying and
escorted by the firemen of Middletown.” Jewett noted that
“there was great rejoicing when this company came into camp
and we formed a line and gave them three hearty cheers.”
For the next two and a half years, the 14th Connecticut
Volunteers served at some of the bloodiest battles of the
war including Antietam, Fredericksburg, Gettysburg, the
Wilderness, Cold Harbor, and Petersburg. Reported figures
vary, but about two hundred five men (11.8%) died of
wounds, one hundred fourteen died of disease or accident,
and seventy-eight died in Confederate prisons – the largest
percentage of loss of any regiment from Connecticut.
The regiment arrived home in Hartford on Saturday June
8, 1865. The returning soldiers marched from the wharf up
State Street and Central Row to their camp ground on Park
Street accompanied by dignitaries and Colt’s band. Some men
found trains to take them home, but returned to wait for the
paymaster and final discharge. On June 15th, each company
was paid in order and each man received his honorable
discharge.
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—And, now

ompany G, Fourteenth Regiment Connecticut
Volunteer Infantry, is a non-profit reenactment organization
with members from all over CT who interpret the lives
of ordinary Americans from 1862-1865. Their goal is to
preserve the history of this state’s role in the Civil War.
Members authentically portray Union soldiers in battlefield
reenactments and living history presentations.
Company G is especially proud of its preservation efforts,
which include replacement of missing plaques on the 16th
Connecticut Volunteers and General Mansfield Monuments
at the Antietam battlefield in Sharpsburg, VA. The company
has also adopted the 14th Connecticut Volunteers monument
at the Angle at Gettysburg, as well as two other monuments
at the Bliss barn and house site. Members make semi-annual
trips to maintain these sites.
Recognized for their high standards of authenticity with
their clothing and accoutrements, the unit has participated in
many special programs. Members have worked on projects
for the History channel. They have also participated in the
filming of several movies including “Glory,” “Gettysburg,”
and “Gods and Generals.”
Reenactors include officers, non-commissioned officers,
enlisted personnel, musicians, and medical personnel.
Membership is not limited to those who portray soldiers;
there are also civilian members who provide a glimpse of
many aspects of mid-19th century life. Civil War reenacting
often includes entire families.
On October 18th, 2008, Company G will return to
Middletown as they encamp in the back yard of the Middlesex
County Historical Society’s Mansfield House. With
demonstrations of camp skills and cooking and drilling and
fire arms demonstrations as well as military medicine and
civilian life, this living history presentation will offer activities
for any history buff or Civil War enthusiast. This free event
will be open all day. Donations to benefit the Historical
Society’s “Hard & Stirring Times”: Middletown & the
Civil War initiative. The event will be cancelled in case of
heavy rain.
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“Strong mind and excellent character”

he study of women’s history is only fifty years old. In
part, this is undoubtedly because until the second half of the
twentieth century, few scholars knew how to explore the lives
and thoughts of this half of human society. For the most part,
women were not the movers and shakers of the past. Many
women could not or did not have the time to record their ideas
and observations for the future. At the time of the Civil War,
women did not march off to war, participate in the political
arena, or write letters to the editors of local newspapers.
Women, did, however, share their thoughts with one
another and, when available, their letters to mothers, sisters,
daughters, and friends reveal much about their lives and times.
Among the many groups of family letters in the Historical
Society archives are several boxes labeled “Lyman family.” The
Lymans settled in what is now Middlefield in the early 18th
century and still farm family land at Lyman Orchards. Among
the hundreds of Lyman letters are several written to and by
Alma Coe Lyman (1786-1875) in the mid 1800s.
Mrs. Lyman is described in a family genealogy as a
woman of “strong mind and
excellent character” who was
a staunch Congregationalist
and abolitionist. Her husband,
William Lyman (1783-1869),
had once been attacked by a
mob in Durham because of his
abolitionist beliefs. Mrs. Lyman
herself was a lifelong subscriber
to the American Missionary, a

publication that supported eliminating slavery, educating
African Americans, and racial equality.
In her letters to her sister-in-law, Sally Miller, Mrs.
Lyman made clear her beliefs regarding the cause of the
Civil War. “…God has long said to this nation ‘Let my
people go’ but we have not heed[ed] to the command…
and now we is [sic] giving
liberty to the sword, & to the
pestilence…O that we may
repent and do works meet
for repentance before it is
too late.” For women like
Alma Lyman, the war was
not about politics or states’
rights, it was a scourge from
God that would cleanse the
country of the wickedness of
slavery.
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Membership Application
Middlesex County
Historical Society
Name

Address

City

State

Zip

Telephone

E-mail

Membership Levels
______ Student $15

______ Business $50

______ Individual $25

______ Patron $100

______ Family $35

______ Life $500

Please make checks payable to:

The Middlesex County Historical Society
Detach and send to:

General Mansfield House,
151 Main Street, Middletown, CT 06457
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23rd Annual Antique and Classic Car & Truck Show
set for Sunday, October 5

T

he Society’s 23rd Annual Antique and Classic Car
and Truck Show will be held on Sunday, October 5, 2008,
at Pat Kidney Field on Farm Hill Road in Middletown.
The flea market vendors begin setting up their wares at
6:00 a.m., cars begin registration at 8:30 a.m., and judging
begins at 11:30 a.m. General Admission is $3.00, children
under 12 are free; car registration is $10.00. The proceeds
from this year’s show benefit the Society’s new exhibit
“Hard and Stirring Times.”
A new feature of this year’s show is a car corral:
people who have cars to sell can put them in the corral
for a fee of $10.00. There is no limit on the age of the car,
whereas cars registered for judging must be dated 1983 or
older.
Did you love cars with wings? If so, you are in luck!
The feature car of this year’s show is a 1958 Chevrolet
Impala owned by Don LaPlante of Manchester. 1958 is
the first year that Chevrolet introduced the Impala model.
In 1958, it was actually part of the Bel-Air line and it
wasn’t until 1959 that the Impala model stood alone.
Only offered in sport coupe and convertible body
styles, the Impala had dual headlights with matching
double parking lamps and triple taillights amongst other
chrome and stainless steel body accents. A total of 55,989
convertibles and 125,480 sport coupes were produced.
That was approximately 15% of total production for the
1958 model year.
The wheelbase was stretched to 117.5 inches on an
all new X-frame chassis that used rear coil
springs. There was also the option of fourwheel air suspension. A 6-cylinder and
283-cid V8 engine were offered along with
a new 348 cid V8. Depending on the
configuration, it made 250 to 315 hp.

This particular car was assembled at a General Motors
plant in Wisconsin. It was shipped to the west coast
where it was sold at a California dealership. A nephew of
the original owner brought it to Connecticut and it was
subsequently sold to a gentleman in South Windsor who
used it as his family car. He enjoyed the car and kept it
for many years until Mr. LaPlante bought it from him in
March of 1998 with the purpose of doing some restoration
and going to local cruise nights and car shows.
Under Mr. LaPlante’s ownership, the car was
disassembled, the rust was removed from the body, and
the stainless steel trim and bumpers were polished and rechromed. The interior was gutted and new seat covers and
door panels were purchased from C.A.R.S. in California
and installed. The mechanical and electrical systems were
repaired and now everything works but the clock! The car
is almost 100% original. Mr. LaPlante looks forward to
sharing his enthusiasm for his car with the day’s spectators.
Bill Miller chairs the Car Show Committee, which
includes Jerry Augustine, Ray Beauregard, Rich Bergan,
Pete Bozzo, Bill George, John Kuzminski, Mark Olerud,
Jack Pieper, Seb Sbalcio, and Debby Shapiro.
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The Middlesex County
Historical Society
151 Main Street, Middletown, CT 06457
(860) 346-0746
www.middlesexhistory.org

C A L E N DA R O F EV E N TS
The Museum at the Mansfield House
		

OPEN Wednesdays
Thursdays & Fridays

1:00 to 5:00
11:00 to 5:00

23rd Annual Middletown Antique/Classic Car & Truck Show and Flea Market
Pat Kidney Field, Middletown
Sunday, October 5, 2008
9:00-3:00
Admission $3, children under 12 –free
Rain date: Sunday, October 12, 2008
Company G, 14th Connecticut Volunteers Infantry
encamps a the Mansfiield House
Saturday, October 18, 2008
All day free event Donations welcome
Talk by noted author Dr David Blight
Wednesday, November 19, 2008 8:00 p.m.
Room 001, Wesleyan University
Program is free and open to the public
Gala opening festivities for “Hard & Stirring Times”:
Middletown & the Civil War
Thursday, December 4, 2008 6:00 p.m.
*Note: All events will be held at General Mansfield
House unless otherwise noted.

visit us on the web at www.middlesexhistory.org

