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Lincoln Expert to Headline  
Society Fundraiser
The Society is pleased to 
announce that Michael Burlingame, 
the Chancellor Naomi B. Lynn 
Distinguished Chair in Lincoln 
Studies at the University of Illinois 
at Springfield and considered one of 
the foremost scholars of Abraham 
Lincoln, will lecture at a reception 
being held to raise funds for the 
Society’s Capital and Endowment 
Campaign. The event will be held on 
Friday, April 1 at 7:00 p.m. at the Inn 
at Middletown.  

Professor Burlingame is the 
author of Abraham Lincoln: A 
Life, a two volume biography of 
our Nation’s 16th President. Doris 
Kearns Goodwin noted that “Lincoln 
scholars have waited anxiously for 
this book for decades. Few scholars 
have written with greater insight 
about the psychology of Lincoln. No 
one in recent history has uncovered 
more fresh sources than 
Burlingame. This profound 
and masterful portrait will 
be read and studied for 
years to come.”  

Time Magazine called 
Professor Burlingame “a 
towering figure in Lincoln 
scholarship” and describes 
the book “as close to being 
the definitive biography as 
anything the world has seen 
in decades.”

 
In his talk entitled “Abraham Lincoln: 
New Sources, Fresh Perspectives,” 
Professor Burlingame will explore the 
new sources of information he used 
and analyze how that information led 
to changes in the public’s perception 
of Lincoln.

The price for the event which 
includes the lecture and dessert 
reception following the talk is 
$35.00 per person. A cash bar will 
be available in addition to the fresh 
fruit, coffee, tea, and various pastries 
and desserts. Opportunities for 
sponsorship are also available. All  
 

sponsors will receive a listing in the 
program and will be able to meet 
Professor Burlingame and tour the 
Society’s exhibit “Hard & Stirring 
Times: Middletown and the Civil 
War” prior to the talk at 6:15 p.m.

Sponsorship categories are as follows:

 Abraham Lincoln - $1000.00  
  Sponsor receives 8 tickets
 Ulysses S. Grant - $750.00  
  Sponsor receives 6 tickets
 Gideon Welles - $500.00  
  Sponsor receives 4 tickets
 General Mansfield -$250.00 
  Sponsor receives 2 tickets

Two of Professor Burlingame’s 
books, Abraham Lincoln: A Life, and 
The Inner World of Abraham Lincoln 
will be available for purchase and 
inscription.  To purchase tickets or 
become a sponsor call the Society 
at 860-346-0746.  Join us for what 
promises to be a very memorable 
evening.  ❧

Professor Michael Burlingame
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Society News

From the Execcutive Director
Dear Members,
This has been quite a snowy 

winter!  We owe a big thank you 
to Scott Bishel and Joe Samolis 
for keeping our sidewalks clear.  
The Hartford Courant compared 
the storm of January 12 to the Blizzard of 1888, which 
raged over 48 hours and produced drifts as high as 20 
feet.  Today, we’re lucky to have modern snow removal 
equipment as well as the old-fashioned elbow grease of 
Scott and Joe.

In December, we were most fortunate to receive a pro 
bono visit from Marc Williams, president of the American 
Conservation Consortium, LTD, and former chief wooden 
object conservator at the Smithsonian Institution.  He 
spent a half day here assessing our furniture and painting 
collections to advise us on the proper care and storage of 
these items.  His comments were invaluable and we will be 
working to follow through on his suggestions.

Last fall, I attended Part I of the Emergency & Disaster 
Preparedness Workshop sponsored by Conservation 
ConneCTion, in partnership with the Northeast 
Document Conservation Center.  Participants learned 
about the many possible calamities that can befall museum 

collections and how to prepare for and recover 
from them. The computer program I am working 
on will result in a plan tailored to our facility, 
which will be further refined by a representative 
of the Northeast Document Conservation 
Center’s onsite visit. The effectiveness of such 
planning was evident at the Connecticut River 

Museum in Essex where damage from a recent fire was kept 
to a minimum.

The 150th anniversary of the beginning of the Civil 
War is fast upon us.  Leading the commemoration is a 
committee at Central Connecticut State University.  Many 
events are planned including an all-day conference at 
CCSU on April 15 and a weekend of re-enacting and other 
activities on April 16 & 17, also at CCSU.  Our Society will 
have a table showing highlights of our exhibit and breadth 
of our Civil War collection.  There is a link on our website 
home page to the site at CCSU, which will keep you updated 
on these activities and those at sponsoring organizations.

Read on to learn about other interesting events at the 
Society.  I hope to see many of you there.

Debby Shapiro, Executive Director

President’s Message
Between Thanksgiving and Christmas 

this past year we opened the Mansfield 
House on Saturdays.  As a result, we met 
some wonderful people and heard great 
stories from them about their experiences 
in Middletown.  The response was so positive 
that we’re planning to open the House one 
Saturday a month this year (or more often if we 
have enough people volunteer to give tours!).   Check 
out the Society’s website—www.middlesexhistory.org—to 
find out when we’ll be open.  

This spring promises to be busy as well.  April 2011 
will be the 150th anniversary of the beginning of the Civil 
War, and the Historical Society will participate in many 
of Connecticut’s events commemorating the war and 
those who fought in it.  The Historical Society has long 
had a Civil War focus because the headquarters of the 
Society was the home of General Joseph K. F. Mansfield, 

who served in the Union Army and died of 
wounds received at the Battle of Antietam.  
But to remind us all that Middletown 
history did not end with the Civil War, Bill 
Ryczek—past president of the Society and 

a very active Board member—will be doing 
a program in March on the 1970 Powder 

Ridge Rock Festival in Middlefield.  If you’re 
interested in recent history—or were one of the 

30,000 who showed up for the Festival—drop by to 
share your stories!

If you would like to become more active in the 
Historical Society, we would love to talk to you.  Please 
contact Debby Shapiro at mchs@wesleyan.edu or 860-346-
0746, or me at ptully262@gmail.com or 860-632-8618 for 
more information.

Pat Tully, President

visit us on the web at www.middlesexhistory.org
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The Museum at the Mansfield House                      OPEN Tuesdays – Thursdays 10:00 to 3:00 
  Fridays  10:00 to 12:00
Powder Ridge Rock Festival presentation Thursday, March 10 7:00 pm 
 Hubbard Room at the Russell Library

Women’s History Month Walking Tour Sunday, March 20 2:00 pm 
 Meet at Mansfield House                                        Rain date, Tuesday, March 22 6:00 pm

Society Fundraiser with Michael Burlingame Friday, April 1 7:00 pm 
 Inn at Middletown, 70 Main Street

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S

You’ve probably never heard of Harriet Baldwin.  When she was just a  
        toddler in Middletown in the 1830s, an angry mob of almost 200 men 
broke into her family’s house. They were there to scare her father Jesse 
Baldwin, who was holding a meeting of the Anti-Slavery organization he 
had begun.  The men broke windows and furniture, all the while screaming 
threats at Jesse and the other abolitionists. Harriet’s mother, Lydia Baldwin, 
held the little girl tight while the mob ran wild through the house. One of the 
men, grabbing a bucket of water, screamed, “Water can’t hurt Jesse Baldwin’s 
baby!” and dashed it over Harriet and her mother.  

There’s no doubt the little girl was badly frightened. But Harriet grew up 
to have the last laugh at that pro-slavery mob, as she…

Well, we’re not going to spoil it. If you want to find out about Harriet 
Baldwin and lots of other strong, surprising, inspiring Middletown women, 
then join us on Sunday afternoon, March 20th for a walking tour of local 
women’s history.  

March is Women’s History Month, and we’re going to celebrate it by 
hearing about some rather astonishing women who called Middletown home 
over the last 250 years. As we walk through the downtown area, we’ll stop at 
particular sites to hear the stories of Harriet Baldwin and a host of others. 

Some stories will recall women who excelled in fields dominated by 
men; others will tell of those who made contributions in traditionally female 
roles. You’ll hear about female factory workers who went on strike to protest 
inhumane conditions—and who then suffered under the clubs of the police 
and militia called in to break up the strike.  

The Women’s History Walking Tour, led by former Society director 
Dione Longley, will step off from the General Mansfield House at 2:00 p.m. 
on Sunday, March 20th. After approximately an hour, we’ll return to the 
Mansfield House for refreshments and conversation. Tickets are $8.00 for 
adults; $5 for members; children 12 and under are free.

The Women’s History Walking Tour is funded in part by the Middlesex 
County Community Foundation/Fund for Women and Girls through a grant 
awarded in honor of Arianna Huffington. Rain date is Tuesday, March 22nd, 
at 6:00 p.m.  ❧

Meet The Wild Women of 
Middletown’s Past in March

Welcome to new members
Elizabeth Milroy, Jennifer Malone, 
Michael Palmer, Judy Moeckel, Jeff and 
Inge Simmons, John and Addie Bacon, 
Sarah Leitson, Danielle Johnson, 
Katie McConnell, Pat McGrath, Peter 
Barnett, and Richard and Susan Bright, 
John and Gina Driscoll, Gene Gregory, 
and Marty Grover.  All of these 
new members have either attended 
events or researched at the Mansfield 
House and recognize the importance 
of supporting our mission.  Please 
encourage your friends to join the fun!

visit us on the web at www.middlesexhistory.org
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“Hippy” making a fire, camping on slopes of Powder Ridge  
ski area, during canceled Rock Festival.

For a blistering hot weekend at the end of July 1970, 
the eyes of the entire country were on the Powder Ridge 
ski area in Middlefield, Connecticut, where a group of 
New York promoters planned to stage a youth festival 
and rock concert that would capitalize on the karma of 
the previous summer’s Woodstock Festival. Youth culture 
was one of the burning issues of society and the divisions 
of America were symbolized in many ways by the massive 
gatherings that focused on music but promised to change 
the pattern of human interaction. Time magazine ran a 
feature article on the Powder Ridge event, while The New 
York Times and many other newspapers produced a series 
of lengthy stories on the gathering of nearly 30,000 young 
people that took place despite a court injunction that 
prohibited the 30 advertised artists, including some of the 
biggest names in the world of rock music, from attending. 
The only musician who appeared was Melanie Safka, who 

The Week That Middlefield Was Going to 
Change the World!

was smuggled on site in disguise and performed with a 
sound system jerry-rigged from a generator on a Mister 
Softee truck.  

You can learn more about Melanie’s performance 
and many other unusual incidents at the Hubbard Room 
of the Russell Library on March 10 at 7:00, when Society 
member Bill Ryczek will make a presentation and lead a 
group discussion on the festival. We hope that many who 
were at Powder Ridge during that remarkable weekend will 
join us and share their first-hand accounts. The statute of 
limitations has passed and no video or audio recordings 
will be made, so we look forward to a lively discussion 
of one of the most exciting weekends in the history of 
Middlesex County. Put on that tie-dyed shirt, pull those 
thinning gray hairs back into a ponytail and make the 
scene on March 10 for some great vibes and a very groovy 
evening.   ❧

Recycling Tips
Are you in the market for wonderful old timbers and 
landscape décor?  An excellent source is old churches.  
Mr. James Owen Smith, of Westfield, used the sounding 
board and pillars of the Old Congregational Church for 
a fashionable arbor in his backyard while young George 
Henry Smith insists that the pulpit makes an excellent 
home for his growing family of rabbits.  (Smith family 
papers, George Henry Smith’s autobiography, pg. 35, in  
the 1840’s)   ❧

E-MAIL Alerts
Would you like to receive program reminders and news 
of other interesting events?  About half of the members 
on the Society’s mailing list have given us their e-mail 
addresses and regularly receive program reminders and 
opportunities to attend events at other venues.  If you 
are on our e-mail list, you could also elect to receive the 
newsletter electronically, saving the Society postage and 
printing costs.  Please let us know if you would be willing 
to receive the newsletter in this fashion.  Even if you would 
still like to receive a print copy of the newsletter, please 
give us your e-mail so that you may enjoy the benefits of 
receiving our manageable number of e-mail alerts.  You 
may send this information to mchs@wesleyan.edu.   ❧

Calling All Docents 
The Museum at the Mansfield House received many 
visitors when it was open the Friday after Thanksgiving 
and three Saturdays in December. This is encouraging 
us to revive the docent program and open regularly one 
Saturday a month. We will need members to volunteer as 
docents to do this; the more volunteers, the less often a 
person will be asked to come in. We will hold a training 
session to ensure that docents will be comfortable leading 
visitors through the exhibits. Very interesting people visit 
the museum and it’s often an enjoyable learning experience 
at both ends. Please call Debby Shapiro at  
860-346-0746 to volunteer.   ❧
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Last year on my Connecticut visit I was able to meet 
with Richard Donohue at the Cromwell Historical Society. 
We looked at a few reference books but did not find any 
useful information.

However, the last book I looked at was Cromwell 
Connecticut 1650-1990, the history of a river port town 
by Robert Owen Decker. This book provided both 
clarification and new information on the makers below. 

An approximate time-line:  
(Note, the ? means I don’t have a definite date.)  

The Warner Family 1818-1931, (Beers, J.H. 621, Decker 221);

Allison, William P., son Dean, Middletown & Cromwell, C. 
1840-1896 ?,  (Decker 221, Sentinel);

Beaumont, Joseph and son, Edmund, Middletown & 
Cromwell, C. 1844-70, (Decker 220); 

Stevens, J. and E., Middletown & Cromwell, 1843-1950, 
(Beers, J.B. 99, 250-51);

Noble, William M. with the Warners, Middletown & 
Cromwell, 1849-84, (Decker 79);

Davenport, John, Cromwell, C.1853, (Decker 221).

Part 1 will cover the Warners and William P. 
Noble.  The Warner family of hammer and edge tool 
manufacturers covered four generations.

Isaac Warner, blacksmith, made hammers in 
Middletown in 1818. He was born in New Haven and 
moved to Middletown in the late 1700s. His home, still 
standing, is located at 33 Ferry Street, (Warner).  He 
operated four forges and is credited with originating the 
claw hammer, (Hart 261).  Decker states Warner might 
have been the first claw hammer manufacturer in this 
country. I was able to find another two references with  
this information. The oldest is J. H. Beers, 1903, Ref. no. 1.

I found no other information on early claw hammer 
manufacturers. However they have been around from, at 
least, Roman times. His claw hammer is above right.

Isaac’s sons Marvin R. and Isaac H. Warner, in 
association with William P. Allison made hammers in 
the Nooks area of Cromwell.  The partnership started in 
1846 and ended in 1849. The Warners then moved to west 
Cromwell. William M. Noble became a partner in 1849.

The mark was M.R. & I.H. WARNER / CAST STEEL. 
After Noble joined the company, the mark was WARNERS 
& NOBLE.  Isaac sold his shares in the company and the 
mark became WARNER & NOBLE. In 1884, Noble sold 
his shares to Marvin’s son, Chauncey, and the business was 
M. R. Warner & Son.  (Beers, J.H. 622). The last mark was 
WARNER U.S.A. Chauncey’ son Willis Warner, b. 1883, 
is listed in the 1910 census as a hammer manufacturer 
and in the 20 census as an advertisement manager in a 
Manufacturing shop.  (This entry is not very clear). The 
1930 census has him as a salesman in a stock office. The 
company ended in 1931, (Decker 222).

The mark on this hammer is the same as a 1916 
invoice provided by Ken Bassett, Mid-West Tool Collectors 
Association. Marvin Warner served as Justice of the Peace 
for many years and as Cromwell’s representative in the 
State legislature, 1852-52.  He was a Selectman for several 
years and held other town positions, (Beers,).

(continued)

Today, online sources and digitized books are providing historians 
with great amounts of information. Yet as the research of tool 
collector and MCHS member Dick Dickerson shows, a visit 
to one’s local historical society is still an invaluable research 
opportunity. In the following article, Dickerson works out a 
timeline of area hammer makers, using both web sources and 
books and records largely unavailable elsewhere.

Marked “I. WARNER”

19th Century 
Hammer Makers 
in Middletown & 
Cromwell  Part 1

By Dick Dickerson

SPECIAL GUEST ARTICLE
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They made a variety of hammers: stone mason, 
ball peen, claw, ripping, blacksmith, brad, 
flooring, machinist and tinner, to name a few, 
(right).  The Warner family made hammers for 
113 years.  The family plot is located in the old 
center cemetery in Cromwell, (below).
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