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Expert on Connecticut’s Role in Civil War
to Headline Society Fundraiser
A

s part of our tribute to
the fallen at Antietam, the
Society is pleased to announce
that Matthew Warshauer,
Professor of History at Central
Connecticut State University,
will lecture at a reception
being held to raise funds to
maintain the General Joseph Mansfield House and the
Society’s extensive Civil War collection of manuscripts
and artifacts. The event will be held on Friday,
September 14 at 7:00 pm at the Inn at Middletown.
The author of three books, Dr. Warshauer is a
specialist on 19th century political and constitutional
history. He currently serves as co-chair of the
Connecticut Civil War Commemoration Commission
and is helping to coordinate activities across the state
to focus on the importance and lasting legacies of the
American Civil War and Connecticut’s involvement in
it. He will discuss his most recent book, Connecticut in
the American Civil War: Slavery Sacrifice and Survival.
The book tells the story of the varied attitudes toward
slavery and race before, during, and after the war; the
dissent in the state over whether or not the sword and
musket should be raised against the South; the raising
of troops; the sacrifice of those who served on the front
and at home; and the need for closure after the war.
Mark E. Neely, Jr., author of the Pulitzer Prizewinning book, The Fate of Liberty: Abraham Lincoln
and Civil Liberties noted, “Warshauer’s account puts
political parties and questions about racial policy at
the heart of Connecticut’s wartime history. I hope that
every state’s commemoration of the sesquicentennial of
the Civil War produces a study as good as this one.”
The price for the event is $35.00 per person which
includes the lecture and dessert reception following
the talk. A cash bar will be available in addition to
the coffee, tea, and various pastries and desserts.
Opportunities for sponsorship are also available. All
sponsors will receive a listing in the program and
will be able to meet Professor Warshauer and tour the
Society’s exhibit “Hard & Stirring Times: Middletown
and the Civil War” prior to the talk at 6:15 p.m.

Sponsorship Categories are as follows: (Middletown men
who died of wounds incurred at the Battle of Antietam)
General Joseph King Fenno Mansfield - $1000.00
– Sponsor receives 8 tickets
2nd Lieut. George H.D. Crosby - $750.00
– Sponsor receives 6 tickets
Private John K. Doolittle - $500.00
– Sponsor receives 4 tickets
Private Robert Hubbard - $250.00
– Sponsor receives 2 tickets
Professor Warshauer’s book will be available for purchase
and inscription. To purchase tickets or become a sponsor, call
the Society at 860-346-0746. Join us as we pay tribute to the
men who gave “the last full measure of devotion.”
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Society to Honor Middletown’s Fallen at Antietam

T

he country is in the midst of a four-year
commemoration of the Civil War, a conflict that touched
every citizen and helped forge our modern nation. People
study the politics of the era and visit the battlefields to
get a sense of the carnage that took place. The Battle
of Antietam, fought on September 17, 1862, was the
bloodiest single day in American history with about 23,000
wounded or killed on both sides. This year’s Civil War
Day is dedicated to the men from Middletown who made
the ultimate sacrifice at Antietam: Maj. Gen. Joseph King
Fenno Mansfield, 2nd Lieut. George H. D. Crosby, Private
John K. Doolittle, Private Robert Hubbard, and Private
William Lovejoy. They are but a few of the 110 men on
Middletown’s Roll of Honor on the Civil War monument
located on the South Green. Many men in Middletown’s
Company B of the 14th Connecticut Volunteer Infantry
survived Antietam, only to be killed a few months later at
Fredericksburg on December 19.
Civil War Day will be on Saturday, September 15 at the
General Mansfield House from 10 am to 3 pm. Company
F of the 14th CVI will set up camp and demonstrate life
for the ordinary soldiers: cooking, drilling, and firing
their weapons. The mission of Company F is “education,
historic preservation, and authenticity.” Toward that
mission, Company F, including civilian re-enactors,
donates its honoraria to the Civil War Trust, the main
battlefield preservation group in the country. Fittingly,
Antietam was the actual Company F’s first battle.
Back by popular demand, the ensemble Back Swamp
will perform Civil War era music at 11 am. The group
consists of local musicians Mary Cooke, Joe Mayer and
Nancy Meyers on fiddle/violin; Wayne LePard and Tom
Worthley on guitar, Bob McCarthy on bass, and Ron
Krom on accordion. Songs by Middletown’s own
Henry Clay Work will stir the audience along with
traditional love ballads like Lorena and Shenandoah.
Their rendition of “Tenting on the Old Camp Ground”
brought tears to the eyes of many of our guests at their
last performance.
We are most pleased to welcome Professor Richard
Slotkin who will speak about his newly published book,
The Long Road to Antietam: How the Civil War Became
a Revolution at 1 pm. In the summer of 1862, after a
year of protracted fighting, Abraham Lincoln decided
on a radical change of strategy — one that abandoned
hope for a compromise peace and committed the nation
to all-out war. The centerpiece of that new strategy was
the Emancipation Proclamation, an unprecedented use
of federal power that would revolutionize Southern
society. In The Long Road to Antietam, Professor Slotkin,
a renowned cultural historian, reexamines the challenges
that Lincoln encountered during that anguished summer

150 years ago. In an original and incisive study of character,
he re-creates the showdown between Lincoln and General
George McClellan, the “Young Napoleon” whose opposition
to Lincoln included obsessive fantasies of his own
dictatorship and a military coup. He brings their ruinous
conflict to life, demonstrating how their political struggle
provided Confederate General Robert E. Lee with his best
opportunity to win the war, in the grand offensive that ended
in September of 1862 at the bloody Battle of Antietam.
Harold Holzer, a pre-eminent Lincoln scholar and Chairman
of the Lincoln Bicentennial Foundation wrote, “There have
been several books about Abraham Lincoln and George
McClellan, but none more skillfully melds military, political,
and social history — with a dramatic intensity worthy of the
subject . . .”
Richard Slotkin is the Olin Professor of American
Studies (Emeritus) at Wesleyan University. He is best known
for a trilogy of scholarly books on the myth of the frontier in
American cultural history. Regeneration Through Violence
(1973) was a Finalist for the 1974 National Book Award in
History and received the 1973 Albert J. Beveridge Award of
the American Historical Association. The Fatal Environment
(1985) is a standard reference of American Studies.
Gunfighter Nation (1992) was a Finalist for the 1993 National
Book Award. In 2005 he published Lost Battalions, a study of
Black and immigrant soldiers in World War I. No Quarter:
The Battle of the Petersburg Crater, 1864 (2009), is a study
of the political and military forces that shaped the
Civil War’s largest racial massacre. He will have copies
of The Long Road to Antietam available for purchase
and signing.
Admission for this event is $5, with
children under 12 free. In the event of
heavy rain, the encampment will be
cancelled, but the music portion and
talk will be held. The Society’s exhibits,
Hard & Stirring Times: Middletown and
the Civil War and Within These Walls:
One House, One Family, Two Centuries
will be available for viewing.
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President’s Message
The Middlesex County Historical Society is preparing
to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the death of
General Joseph King Fenno Mansfield, of wounds suffered
at the battle of Antietam. The Society’s headquarters
was for many years the home of General Mansfield and
his wife Louisa, and remained in the family until it was
purchased by the Society in 1959.
The General Mansfield House has stood for almost
two hundred years in its present location on Main Street.
Our current exhibition, Within These Walls: One House,
One Family, Two Centuries, tells the story of the house
and Mather/Mansfield family—please stop by for a visit if
you have not yet seen it! Of course, the cost of maintaining
the house and grounds is significant, even though we have
many dedicated volunteers who give generously of their
time and expertise to make repairs and tend the gardens.

One of our goals for the year is to raise money
for necessary upgrades to the bathroom and other
facilities, which will enable the Society to rent the
General Mansfield House and gardens for meetings
and receptions. Please consider making a donation to
help us accomplish this goal. Contact Debby Shapiro
at mchs@wesleyan.edu or 860-346-0746, or me, Pat
Tully, at pres@middlesexhistory.org or 860-632-8618
for more information. In any case, thank you for your
membership in the Society and the support you give
to us throughout the year!

Pat Tully, President

Photo of Garden Luncheon,
credit: David Bauer

Director’s Message
Dear Members,
I hope you have been enjoying
your summer. It was so nice to see
so many of you at our “Heart of
the Summer” Garden Luncheon
on a glorious day. Thanks to
Nancy Bauer and her committee,
Sandy Adelstein, Denise Cahill,
Sue Ryczek, Pat Tully, and myself
and to all the volunteers who called for donations, donated
auction items, cupcakes, and beverages, and worked the
day of the luncheon. We would especially like to thank
Connecticut Underwriters, Inc. for sponsoring the event
and Ted and Mary Xenelis of Middlesex Fruitery for their
delicious donation.
The new brochure, “Get Lost in Heritage,” was
launched at a reception at the East Haddam Historical
Society in May. The grant from the Connecticut
Humanities Council paid for design services and 20,000
copies of the brochure. It has been distributed to tourism
centers around the state as well as many spots in the sixtown area served by the historical societies in Chester,
Deep River, East Haddam, Haddam, Old Saybrook, and
Middletown. Visitors to our museums can register to win a
one night stay at the Saybrook Point Inn this year, and the
Inn at Middletown next year. Come in to see our exhibits
and enter the drawing.
Our Saturday openings have been successful. Thanks
to the docents who have volunteered their time on the first
Saturday of the month. We were also open on Connecticut

Open House Day in June and had
28 visitors that day. The Mansfield
House is also designated a Blue
Star Museum, with free admission
to active duty military personnel
and their immediate families who
visit between Memorial Day and
Labor Day.
I have recently given
presentations on the early history of Middletown to
the Cottage Program at CVH and to the residents of
the Village at South Farms in addition to speaking on
the local radio station, WMRD. If you would like me to
speak to a particular group in the fall or winter, just call
the Society.
Our tribute to General Mansfield and the others
who fell at Antietam will fill the weekend of September
14 and 15. I have included information on the death of
General Mansfield for those of you who are not familiar
with his story. One of our members, John Banks,
maintains a blog with well-researched information on
many Connecticut soldiers who fought at Antietam
and Gettysburg. You can find the interesting story of
Middletown soldier Robert Hubbard at http://johnbanks.blogspot.com/2012/01/faces-of-civil-war-roberthubbard.html. Please join us as we honor these brave
men in this important anniversary year.

Debby Shapiro

© 2012 The Historical Observer is the publication of the Middlesex County Historical Society, 151 Main Street, Middletown, CT 06457. Debby Shapiro, Director.
Our museum, located in the General Mansfield House, is open Tuesdays–Thursdays 10:00–3:00, and Fridays 10:00–12:00. Genealogy by appointment only.
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Society News

Board Welcomes
New Member

Interesting additions
to Society collections

P

resident Pat Tully is pleased to announce
that the newest member of the Board is
Richard Kagan, who was elected to fill
a vacancy at the June meeting. Richard,
a Professor Emeritus in East Asian History
at Hamline University in St. Paul, Minnesota,
received his B.A. and M.A. from University of
California, Berkeley and a Ph.D. from the University of
Pennsylvania. He arrived in Middletown a year ago when
his wife, Anna Wasescha became the new President of
Middlesex Community College.
He has written extensively on the politics, culture,
and society of East Asian countries including a newspaper
column on human rights. One of his first stops in
Middletown was the General Mansfield House and he
joined the Society on the spot, immediately immersing
himself in Society activities. Welcome, Richard!

❧

W

Society Welcomes
New Members

e welcome new members James E. Cornwall, Elaine &
Stephen Crane, Joseph Flood, Debora Greatsinger, Anita
Hennessey, Carl and Mary Kelly, Dan Lane, Joan Miller,
Courtney Pecquex, the John Rumberger family, Elise
Springer, Maria Weinberger, and Jacqueline WilliamsSterling Realtors. Some of these new members came to us
through our researching opportunities and others through
our recent activities. Please greet them at our upcoming
activities.

❧

T

he Society continues to be most
fortunate to be remembered by individuals
who are ready to part with historical
treasures. Recent donations include:
a photograph of a full solar eclipse over
Middletown with the old town hall in the
foreground, January 24, 1925, donated by Jack
Spaeth; a Middlesex Hospital Student Nurse cape worn by
Henrietta Dykas Wasik in 1947 donated by her daughter,
Carol Wasik Patrick; a collection of Allie Wrubel sheet
music donated by Peter and Laurie Frenzel; seventeen
Woodrow Wilson High School annuals from 1932-1953
donated by Ralph Moody; eight locally made plow planes
and a vice donated by Dick and Suzanne Dickerson;
and an ice cutter, ice fork and two hand ice saws used to
harvest ice on the Highland Pond in Westfield donated
by Virginia Olander. These are just a few of the items
that have been recently donated. Our newest volunteers,
Susan Ryczek and Nancy Thurrott, have been accessioning
and cataloging all these wonderful examples of life in
Middletown along with our manuscript collection.

❧

Middlesex County Historical Society
Membership Application
Your membership in the Middlesex County Historical Society
helps provide funding for the preservation of Middllesex County’s
historical treasures as well as your subscription to the Historical
Observer and discounts to many of the Society’s events.
Name
Address
City
State

Zip

Telephone
E-mail

Membership Levels
____ Student $15

____ Business $50

____ Individual $25

____ Patron $100

____ Family $35

____ Life $500

Please make checks payable
to The Middlesex County
Historical Society
Detach and send to General
Mansfield House, 151 Main
Street, Middletown, CT 06457

The Historical Observer
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This 1929 Model Didn’t Crash!

U

nlike the stock market later that year, this year’s
featured car, a 1929 Chevrolet, is in excellent condition.
It will motor to the Society’s 27th annual Antique and
Classic Car & Truck Show and Flea Market on Sunday,
October 7. Our new location at Middletown High
School on LaRosa Lane off Newfield Street has proved
popular with car owners and spectators alike. Car
registration begins at 8:30 am and judging starts at
11:30 am with trophies awarded at 2:30 pm. General
admission is $3.00 and children under 12 are free. Car
registration is $10.00. Although cars registered for
judging must be dated 1987 or older, there is no cut-off
date for cars being placed in the car corral. In case of
rain, the show will be held Sunday, October 14.
Owner Steve Baldwin of Middletown has cared for
the featured car since finding it in Maine. Chevrolet first
manufactured a six cylinder car in 1929 with optional
bumpers. For ventilation, a crank vertically raises the
windshield up to four inches and the fuel gauge is outside
on the top of the tank, just behind the rear bumper. This
car is equipped with its original floor boards stamped

T

“Fisher Body Corporation.” The vinyl fabric spare
tire cover is original to this car which also sports its
original 20" base painted wheels. Even in these early
years,the company worked deals in the sale of cars: it was
advertised as having a six cylinder engine for the price of
a four!
The car show committee is busy selling ads for
the booklet and building the one-of-a kind trophies.
Rich Bergan, head of the committee, is ably joined by
longtime members Jerry Augustine, Pete Bozzo, Bill
Miller, Mark Olerud, Jack Pieper, Seb Sbalcio, and Debby
Shapiro. They have been meeting and working since
March to put on another memorable show. Additional
workers are needed the day of the show, so please call
Debby at 860-346-0746 if you would like to volunteer.
The entrance gate has the best seat in the house!

❧

Found in Society Archives

he processing of our archival collection is continually turning up rare and interesting
items. One of these was a small pointed piece of wood brought to Middletown by First
Sergeant William Walter VanDeursen of the 24th Connecticut Volunteer Infantry. He
found this piece of wood while participating in the siege of Port Hudson, Louisiana
during the Civil War. These were set in the ground to injure the feet of the men and
horses who were assaulting the defenses, a precursor to modern day land mines.

❧
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General Mansfield at Antietam

he Battle of Antietam, the bloodiest day of the Civil
War, began early on the morning of September 17, 1862,
in Sharpsburg, Maryland. Joseph King Fenno Mansfield,
a 58-year-old general in the Union Army, waited
anxiously for the signal to lead his ten thousand troops
of the XII Corps of the Army of the Potomac into the
fight. When “Fighting Joe” Hooker called for support,
Mansfield urged his men forward into the thick of the
battle.
As he raced about the battlefield on horseback,
positioning and encouraging his troops, Mansfield
realized the some of his soldiers were firing into a
wooded area which Union troops had occupied just
minutes before. Immediately he charged forward,
waving his hat and shouting for the line to cease firing.
A soldier later wrote that the General “was in a most
perilous position… The bullets and missiles were flying
like hail and no one upon horse could survive… It

seemed as if the very depths of pandemonia had sent
their furies, and such a tornado of missile screaming
through the air baffles all description.”
While Mansfield rode through the heavy fire, trying
to keep his men from firing on what he believed were
Union troops, his own soldiers called to him that he was
misinformed. The General brought his field telescope to
his eyes, and made out the gray coats of the Confederate
Army. He conceded that they were right. At that
moment, his horse was shot and began to thrash about.
As Mansfield dismounted to lead him, his soldiers
noticed blood streaming down the General’s chest. A
Confederate bullet had pierced his lung-a fatal wound.
Several soldiers carried Mansfield to the rear, slung
in a blanket. He murmured, “I shall not live! Oh! My
poor family!” He lay in the George Line farmhouse until
he expired twenty-four hours later. His son, Samuel, a
recent graduate of West Point, accompanied the body
to Middletown along with Benjamin Douglas and his
personal aide, Captain Dyer. General Mansfield’s funeral
began in his stately brick home on Main Street, services
were held in the North Church, and the long funeral
procession went by the black-draped buildings of Main
Street to his grave in Mortimer Cemetery. He was later
reinterred in Indian Hill Cemetery and a sarcophagus
topped with his sword, hat, and sash mark his final
resting place.

❧
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22nd Annual Sheedy Contest

he General Mansfield House recently came alive
with the voices of the third grade winners of the 22nd
Annual Sheedy Contest. A reception was held in their
honor on June 7, attended by their parents, grandparents,
teachers, friends, and local school officials. The contest is
sponsored each year by the Middlesex County Historical
Society in memory of long-time Society treasurer,
William E. Sheedy.We were particularly honored that
William E. Sheedy, Jr. was in attendance this year.
The students wrote reports about an ancestor and
they were encouraged to interview family members,
search through original documents, and discover their
family’s part in the history of our country. Many students
wrote about grandparents who survived World War II

and the Yugoslavian civil war. Others learned about the
Jim Crow South and wrote about their ancestors’ jobs,
the games they played, and the obstacles women faced
in the sports and business world. The goal is to teach the
students that everyone is a part of history, not just the
people who are in the headlines and the history books.
Pictured are the 2012 winners (names in alphabetical
order, not order pictured), Azra Cecunjanin, Quentin
Conner, Kaya Cook, Benjamin Elliot, Emily LaValley,
Alyssa Lecky, Alejandrea Lozade, Jessica Nowakowski,
Richard Palozie, Sophia Pini, Avila Thompson, and
Emma Zingle. Thanks to Education Committee chair,
Nancy Bauer, and her committee, Pat Tully, Susan
Ryczek, and Debby Shapiro.

❧

Civil War Exhibit to be Expanded

H

ard & Stirring Times: Middletown and the Civil War, the
Society’s award winning exhibit will be expanded in time for
this year’s Civil War Day. New member, John Williams, is
building the physical installation, which will display items used
at the First Battle of Bull Run by Middletown native, Charles A.
Pelton. After the war, Pelton was a fixture on Main Street as a
druggist until his death in 1930.

