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Society Manuscript on TV
It’s a local historian’s dream 

come true: having a piece of our own 
town’s history preserved in a Ken 
Burns documentary.  Ken Burns’ 
Florentine Films contacted the 
Society in 2009 in the preliminary 
stages of his latest project—a film 
about the history of the temperance 
movement.  He had an interest in 
the manuscript record book of the 
Middletown Temperance Union.  
This book contains the Constitution 
of the group, minutes of meetings, 
and pages of names of those who 
“signed the pledge,” to abstain from 
the consumption of alcohol.

This summer we were notified 
that one page in particular was 

wanted for the film.  One page of 
names included L.I. Beman, H.A. 
Beman, and I. B. Truitt.  The first  

two are probably Leverett and Harriet 
Beman, the children of Rev. Jehiel 
Beman, the minister of the Cross 
Street AME Zion Church.  Rev. 
Beman was active in the abolitionist 
and Negro suffrage movements and 
it seems he passed his social activism 
on to his children.  Isaac Truitt was 
a Sergeant in Company C, of the 
31st Regiment Colored Infantry in 
the Civil War and was employed 
as a chimney sweep at Wesleyan 
University.  These are just a few of the 
interesting and notable individuals 
in Middletown’s history who signed 
the pledge.  The film, whose working 
title is Prohibition, is slated to air in 
September, 2011.   ❧

The Society has been invited by the Library 
of Congress to submit synopses of our manuscript 
collection holdings for placement on the National Union 
Catalog of Manuscript Collections.  The website of this 
catalog states: “The mission of the NUCMC program 
is to provide and promote bibliographic access to the 
nation’s documentary heritage.  This mission is realized 
by NUCMC production of cataloging describing archival 
and manuscript collections held by eligible repositories 
located throughout the United States and its territories.”

Our volunteer extraordinaire, archivist Juliane Silver, 
has been preparing finding aids for the collections she 
has been cataloging such as the extensive papers of the 
Starr and Mansfield families.  She has already submitted 
information regarding the Helene Bliss Warner collection 
and will soon follow with other collections.  People 

Society Goes Global!

around the world will be able to find out about our 
wonderful resources and may research in person or by 
writing to us.  The Society hopes that scholars will benefit 
from improved access to our area’s rich history and that 
revenue from research visits may increase as well.    ❧
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From the Execcutive Director

Dear Members,
Fall was extremely busy here at the Mansfield House 

with large numbers attending our many events.  My first 
thank you is to Dick and Mae Spooner for hosting a 
lovely social at their historic c. 1780 home in Durham.  
Guests enjoyed hors d’oeuvres accompanied by wines 
chosen by board member Richard Kamins and listened 
to the Spooners’ history of the property.  Despite the rain, 
we were cozy in the wine cellar carved into the hillside.  
Liberty Bank underwrote the event, which netted the 
Society’s capital campaign over $3,200.

The English Lady and Silent Auction co-sponsored 
with St. Luke’s Eldercare Services was also a big success, 
drawing over 40 people.  Maureen Haseley-Jones spoke 
about the therapeutic advantages of gardening, sharing 
personal anecdotes as well as flower gardening tips.  Our 
attendees were very generous; the Society’s portion of 

the proceeds was over $1,000.  It 
was delightful to work with Diane 
Cummings and Cecilia Hemsley 
from St. Luke’s.

The 25th Annual Antique 
and Classic Car Show committee 
pronounced the event at the new 
location, Middletown High School, 
a grand beginning of a new era.  

Attendance by both cars and spectators was up from last 
year and the show was much easier to set up and take down 
on the asphalt parking lot.  Kudos to committee members, 
Jerry Augustine, Ray Beauregard, Rich Bergan, Pete Bozzo, 
Bill Miller, Mark Olerud, Jack Pieper, and Seb Sbalcio for 
making the transition to the new location so easy.  

At this year’s Civil 
War Day, more than 130 
people learned about camp 
life from the re-enactors 
of Company G of the 14th 
Regiment Connecticut 
Volunteer Infantry.  Music 
performed by the ensemble 
Back Swamp entertained 
and lyrically brought 

home the realities of war.  Bill Hosley’s talk on Civil War 
monuments included our own on the South Green.

Joe Samolis, Chairman of Buildings and Grounds, 
has been very busy around Mansfield House, from fixing 
plumbing and lighting to installing weather stripping, 
fencing, and outdoor motion sensor lights.  Everyone 
should have a person like Joe in the family!

Finally, I would like to tell you about our visitors in 
October from the Seattle area.  Five antique needlework 
enthusiasts came to Connecticut to view exhibits on early 

Society News
President’s Message

The Middlesex County Historical 
Society has been very busy this fall with a 
variety of events, from the Annual Car Show 
to the English Lady event.  It is wonderful to 
meet so many people who support the work 
of the Society.  In addition to our dedicated 
Board members (not to mention our tireless 
Executive Director!), we have a number of 
volunteers who give selflessly of their time and talents.  
Here are just a few of them:

Juliane Silver has donated many hours and her 
considerable archival expertise to preparing finding aids 
for several collections in the Mansfield House.  She just 
recently added the first of these into OCLC, a database 
used by researchers from around the world.  Denise 
Cahill worked hard to clean up our somewhat overgrown 
garden earlier in the fall—and enlisted her friends to help!  

Denise also used her staging experience 
to beautifully showcase the silent auction 
items at the English Lady event on 
September 23.  Joan Adorno and I spent a 
chilly, windswept morning in front of the 

Middletown High School directing traffic 
at the Annual Car Show on October 3.  My 

heartfelt thanks to Juliane, Denise, Joan 
and all our volunteers for their hard work and 

dedication!
We have a variety of volunteer opportunities 

available, and we would love to talk to you about them.  
Please contact Debby Shapiro at mchs@wesleyan.edu 
(860-346-0746), or me at ptully262@gmail.com (860-632-
8618) for more information.

Pat Tully, President

(continued on page 5)



In Middletown there is a Pat Kidney Field and the Pat 
Kidney Little League, but unless you were born before 1940, 
you may not know who this “larger-than-life” legend was.

Pat Kidney was born in 1877 to Maurice Kidney and 
Hannah Curran.  In 1906, he married Rose Hart and 
had four children: Helen, Rose, John, and Doris.  Kidney 
operated a barbershop with his partner, Michael Supple 
near the corner of Washington and Main Streets, but in 
1914, he sold his interest in the business and embarked on 
what would be a legendary 33 year career with the city of 
Middletown.  For most of that time, he served the city in four 
capacities: Supt. of Parks and Playgrounds, Truant Officer, 
Probation Officer, and Field Director for the CT Humane 
Society.  

To Pat, more than any other single individual, 
Middletown owes its enthusiasm for playgrounds and parks.  
He pioneered such efforts and accomplished wonders with 
his own hard work, enlisting the help of interested young 
people as well.  He marked out parks, planted them, and 
maintained them until their sheer beauty brought forth the 
care of the community when city funds were insufficient.  
Kidney laid the foundation for the basketball and baseball 
leagues of today.  He began ice skating, swimming, and 
special events at the playgrounds and began using college-
bound young people as part-time summer help at the 
playgrounds. 

In tribute, during the last week of playground activities 
each year, local children gathered at Snow School for Pat 
Kidney Day, widely regarded as a wing-ding of a carnival.  
In 1956, it drew a crowd close to 3000 parents and children. 
Pat’s greatest contribution was the spirit he infused into 
several generations as they came under his scrutiny and 
care.  He was at once a stern disciplinarian and a friend 
to the young people and took many under his wings at a 
time in their lives when personal responsibility had little 
meaning.  An old Middletown Press report said: “Pat Kidney 
is probably the best known citizen in the community.  In 
his long experience as truant officer and with the court, 
Pat has seen youngsters come and go, grow to manhood 
and womanhood, marry, raise families and has followed 
their activities with a fatherly interest.  He has always been 
interested in the welfare of Middletown and has given 
unselfishly of his time and energy when there were 

community solicitations for various causes.  As city truant 
officer for many years, many an errant schoolboy remembers 
him for his quick but certain methods in curing boys of 
playing ‘hooky’ from school.  They had nothing but the 
highest respect for him and many on the ‘Pat Kidney days’, 
held by the Park Department, reminded him of his kindly 
efforts on their behalf.”

When Kidney retired at age 70 in 1947 after 33 years 
of service, the four positions he had held for so long were 
filled by four different individuals.  His retirement party 
was attended by several hundred friends and dignitaries.  
The Middletown Press reported  “Mayor Lester M. Gowin 
and two ex-mayors, Charles Schaefer and Salvatore Cubeta 
were in attendance as well as lawyers, school heads, doctors, 
merchants, and many other citizens who have a soft spot in 
their hearts for all Mr. Kidney had done to help them over 
the years.” 

In 1954, City Recreation Director, Bernie O’Rourke 
assumed the Parks and Playground duties.  “When Pat took 
over the job there were three parks, but when he retired, 
there were 12 parks and playgrounds.  He never thought 
there was a bad kid, just bad parents—he’d do anything for 
the kids.  He is one of the most respected people who ever 
lived in Middletown,” O’Rourke said. 

Pat’s ready sympathy, unfailing tact, and keen sense of 
humor helped him solve many domestic tangles throughout 
the community.  And for those cases where his wise 
council went unheeded, there was Kidney’s alimony club.  
When he was connected with the courts, the hard-but-fair 
disciplinarian would require divorced husbands to bring the 
money they owed their wives to the Kidney home, where the 
wives would come to collect. 

In 1958, Pat received the Chamber of Commerce’s Senior 
Citizen Award of Merit.  He was selected Irishman of the 
Year by the Ancient Order of Hibernians, was the oldest 
member of the Knights of Columbus and served as Grand 
Knight in that organization.  Pat was also a charter member 
of the Middletown chapter of Elks. 

Pat Kidney’s long career with the City was not just a 
job—it was a mission, a calling. The City is a better place 
for his efforts, and generations of its youth were fortunate to 
have had him as a role model.  Pat Kidney died in 1967 at the 
age of 90.

Pat Kidney—
Father of 
Middletown Parks & 
Playgrounds
By Phil Pessoni 
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General Mansfield House Open 
for Holiday on Main Street

The Society will participate in the Central Business 
Bureau’s Holiday on Main Street celebration on Friday, 
November 26 from 1 to 8 p.m.  Costumed docents will 
be available to show visitors our two exhibits, Hard 
& Stirring Times: Middletown and the Civil War and 
Greetings From Middletown: Changing Images of a 
Colorful City.  There will also be a display of antique toys 
from the Society’s collection to delight the youngsters, 
and cups of hot cider to warm your spirits.   ❧

One Stop Holiday 
Shopping at MCHS

Tired of driving from mall to mall?  MCHS has 
the solution for you.  And all tax free!  Our list of gift 
items has grown and now includes the Middletown 
afghans in navy blue or black for $45, the Mansfield 
House ornament for $15, Jelle DeBoer’s Stories in Stone, 
for $25, the Images of America Middletown book for 
$22, notecards, mugs, postcards, gingko jewelry, baseball 
books, and our ever popular cookbook, “Recipes for 
Afternoon Tea and Dessert” for $4. 

Here is a sample from this collection of historic and 
modern recipes.

New England Molasses Cookies
¾ cup shortening  2 tsp. baking soda
1 cup brown sugar  ½ tsp. salt
1 egg, beaten  1 tsp. cinnamon
¼ cup molasses  1 tsp. ginger
2 ¼ cups flour    

 Preheat oven to 375 degrees.  Cream together 
shortening and brown sugar.  Mix in egg and molasses.  
Sift together flour, salt, baking soda, and spices.  
Gradually add to creamed mixture, mixing well.

 Chill for one to two hours in refrigerator.  Form dough 
into walnut-sized balls and dip one side in white sugar.  
Place sugar side up on greased cookie sheet and put 
one drop of water on each cookie.  Bake at 375 degrees 
for 12 to 15 minutes.  Cool on wire racks.

Stop by to see us during your holiday shopping! 

colonial needlework being held at the Connecticut 
Historical Society and the Florence Griswold Museum.  
Working to launch a comprehensive website of this early 
art form, these ladies were extremely pleased to see our 
collection’s fine examples, including our needlework 
done by Ruby Brewster, c.1745, on loan to the Florence 
Griswold Museum.  Such treasures are there for those 
who seek them!  Please do come see our exhibits and 
research in our archives.

Debby Shapiro, Executive Director

(Director’s Letter, continued)

Deck the Halls!
As you take your morning walk in the crisp 

December air, do you marvel at the beauty of the wreaths 
on your neighbors’ doors?  You, too, can have a stunning 
wreath made by your very own hands.  Come to the 
Mansfield House to learn all the techniques used to create 
a one-of-a-kind wreath that reflects your own tastes and 
talents.  This workshop will be taught by our very own 
Maria Holzberg who has made hundreds of wreaths as a 
member of the Middletown Garden Club.

This workshop will be held at the Mansfield House 
on Tuesday, November 30 at 7:00 pm.  The cost is $30 per 
person, which covers the cost of the wreath and supplies 
for decorating it.  Due to space availability, the session 
will be limited to the first 12 who register.  Participants 
should bring scissors and wire cutters if they have them.  
If a participant would like to make an artificial wreath 
instead of a live one, that should be stated at the time of 
registration.  Call the Society at 860-346-0746 to reserve 
your place.

Walk away with a wreath that your neighbors will 
admire!   ❧
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Over the past several months, the Society’s Board  
of Directors has spent a great deal of time planning for  
our financial stability in both the short and long term.   
The Capital Campaign has raised more than $50,000.   
A number of recent social events have generated revenue 
and established a culture of fund raising that is essential for 
non-profits to fund their operations.  

The second facet of the Society’s fund raising mission 
is to establish a legacy program in order to provide long 
term capital and assure a thriving repository for the history 
of our community.  Those who remember us in their estate 
plans will become members of the newly-established 
Joseph and Louisa Mansfield Society.  

It may seem difficult to generate excitement over an 
effort that will hopefully (for we wish our members a long 
and healthy life span) not generate any revenue in the near 
term, but had such a program been implemented 20 or 
30 years ago, our financial status would be much stronger 
today.  Year to year fund raising is subject to economic 
fluctuations and competing needs, and a legacy program 
will add a stable long term component to our funding mix.   

Leaving a bequest to a non-profit is a relatively 
painless method of benefiting the community since, 
unlike ancient Egyptian kings, few of us believe we must 
load up our caskets with provisions for the next world.  
There are numerous ways to ensure that the needs of heirs 
can be provided for, and wills can always be amended if 
circumstances change.  

I have included the Society in my estate plans and 
urge each member to consider joining me.  I believe that 
our Society is fortunate in having a paid staff, a physical 
facility and an extensive collection of artifacts, and further 
believe that a bequest to the organization is one of the most 
effective methods of preserving that collection for future 
generations.  

If you are interested in leaving a bequest, the best 
course of action is to contact your attorney or financial 
advisor.  If you have any questions, please call us at the 
Society. 

   Bill Ryczek
   Chair, Fund Raising Committee

Joseph and Louisa Mansfield Society Will Honor Legacy Donors

The Museum at the Mansfield House                      OPEN Tuesdays – Thursdays 10:00 to 3:00 
  Fridays  10:00 to 12:00

Holiday on Main Street, Mansfield House Friday, November 26 1:00 to 8:00

Holiday Wreath Making Workshop, Mansfield House Tuesday, November 30 7:00 pm

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S

visit us on the web at www.middlesexhistory.org


